
Use of International 
Pharmaceutical
Price Comparison 
Information

The International Drug Price Indicator Guide, produced annually 
in collaboration with the World Health Organization, provides an 
indication of pharmaceutical prices on the international market. The 
explanatory text is in English, French, and Spanish, and contains links to 
other price sources. 

The Guide can be used for—
•  Making pharmaceutical price information more widely available 

for research and action
•  Planning budgets and programs 
•  Determining the probable cost of pharmaceutical products
•  Comparing current prices paid to prices available on the 

international market
•  Assessing the potential financial impact of changes to a current 

drug list
•  Supporting rational drug use education

Print and CD-ROM copies available from the MSH eBookstore.  E-mail bookstore@msh.org
Web version available in the MSH Electronic Resource Center at http://erc.msh.org/priceguide

CPM Center for Pharmaceutical Management
Funding for the Guide is provided by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

A sample from the Guide:

List I is intended for procurement reference and has drugs in alphabetical 
order by generic name to allow a quick search for a particular item. 

The Guide has prices from more than 
20 sources—actual prices paid by 
government agencies, as well as prices from 
pharmaceutical suppliers and international 
development organizations, which are 
included in a separate listing.

The unit price is calculated by dividing 
the package price by the package 
size. This facilitates comparison of 
different pack sizes. The unit used to 
compare prices varies with the type of 
pharmaceutical preparation.

The Guide includes prices for more than 
900 pharmaceuticals, contraceptives, and 
vaccines, focusing on essential medicines. 

The median price is a type of average; it is whatever value splits a series of values in half when the series 
is put in ascending order. This is likely to be more valuable than a simple average for estimation and 
comparison when there is a skewed distribution. 
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Using the Guide:
A 2004 survey of more than 50 users of the 
International Drug Price Indicator Guide found that—

• 65% of the survey respondents stated that they do 
not have access to any other source of comparative 
international price information. 

• 40% of respondents use the Guide an average of at least 
monthly.

• How respondents use the Guide:

• 67% compare prices recently obtained from suppliers

• 56% conduct price research

• 42% plan a budget or tender

• 42% assess cost implications 
of different therapies

• 46% of the survey respondents said that using the Guide has 
contributed to better acquisition prices or other savings for 
them. 
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